Security Council, but also, indispensably, the unanimous
agreement of the five great Powers: the United States of
America, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, France, and
China, whose unanimity serves, so to speak, as a guarantee
for the interests of the United Nations as a whole.
The principle of unanimity of the great Powers was not
a chance development, but the result of protracted and
thorough discussion. The recognition of this principle ex-
pressed the desire of the United Nations to secure harmony
and unity of action among the great Powers in counteract-
ing any new aggression.
Such a desire for unity of action in defence of peace and
security was lacking among the great Powers before the
second world war, and that was a very great misfortune
for all mankind. The United States of America stood aside
from the main road, if I .may so express it.
In regard to the Soviet Union, the principal Powers in
the League conducted a nearsighted and altogether reac-
tionary policy. The grievous trials of the war brought the
governments of the great Western Powers to the conviction
that there must be concerted action- against the common
enemy during the war, and to the recognition that such an
international organization- must be set up to solve the prob-
lems of the postwar period as would maintain the pro-
foundly progressive principle, forged in the war, of unity
among the great countries, with all the democratic states
rallied around them. From this it follows that the principle
of unanimity of the great Powers on questions of safeguard-
ing peace and security has deep roots; that its recognition by
the United Nations resulted from the desire for more reliable
protection of the interests of all peace-loving states, both
great and small.
Of late, an extensive campaign has been launched against
the recognition of this principle. Everything" conceivable is
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